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PITTSBURGH DOWNTOWN PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCES PUBLIC ART,  

POP-UP SHOPS, AND OUTDOOR MARKETS - ALL KICKING OFF ON BLACK FRIDAY 

• UNIQUE HOLIDAY SHOPPING AT SMALL MALL, POP-UP ON FIFTH, AND MERRY MARKET 
• 70 BLACK-OWNED BUSINESS FEATURED AT ‘BLACK MARKET – HOLIDAY EDITION’ 
• SHOPOPOLY RETURNS FOR SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY WITH NEW FEATURES AND GRAND PRIZES  
• OUTDOOR DINING EXPERIENCES EXPAND WITH MIRACLE ON 6TH, TINSEL TOWN, AND IGLOOS! 
• DOWNTOWN COCKTAIL TRAIL: HOLIDAY EDITION RETURNS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
• PUBLIC ART INSTALLATIONS - ‘WINTER SNAPSHOT’, ‘AIR’, ‘OCULI & ANTUMBRA’, AND  
  ‘DOWNTOWN RENOWN’ ADD ARTISTIC FLARE TO THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
• ANNUAL GINGERBREAD COMPETITION AND PSO PROVIDE VIRTUAL HOLIDAY EXPERIENCES 
• $3 PARKING AVAILABLE NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS AT SELECT GARAGES UNTIL THE NEW YEAR 
 
Downtown Pittsburgh – The Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership revealed several more surprises for the holiday 
season today, with the focus on safe outdoor activities. Shopping, dining and public art attractions were added to the 
previously announced array of festive fun already expected from the Peoples Gas Holiday MarketTM in Market square, 
the World’s Largest Pickle Ornament, in EQT Plaza, and the new Santa Zoom: Live from the North Pole 
experience in Market Square.  

With safety a priority, shopping outdoors offers a great opportunity to find unique gifts and dazzling light projections and 
artistically decorated window displays will really give visitors that holiday spirit. From one-of-a-kind boutiques and 
specialty retailers, to open air markets – this season has every shopper covered. 

“This year offers a wide array of reimagined activities and reconfigured attractions we hope will delight and inspire,” said 
Jeremy Waldrup, President and CEO of the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership. “It’s a wonderful opportunity to get 
Downtown and support our independent retailers and restaurants in a winter wonderland of lights, igloos, and art. So 
many safe options are now here for shopping, dining, and browsing. This is definitely a different year, but we’re still 
excited to see folks visiting Downtown to enjoy all these unique and wonderful holiday experiences.” 

 
2020 HOLIDAY SHOPPING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
In addition to the artisans and vendors to be found outdoors at the Holiday Market in Market Square, open from Black 
Friday until December 24, Small Mall at 922 Penn Avenue from Casey Droege Cultural Productions, walks the line 
between art gallery and retail store. Focused on Pittsburgh’s growing art economy, this one-of-a-kind retail pop-up 
offers super cool art and design objects created by more than 40 of the region’s most talented makers.  

Also opening on Black Friday until December 31, the new Pop-Up on Fifth at 230 5th Avenue showcases Black 
women entrepreneurs, featuring sustainable fashion company Knotzland, all natural body products from House of H.E.R., 
a highly-curated selection of handmade wearable, African artisan goods from Frank and Myrhh, and handbag boutique 
ModelMovement. 

Operating for two back-to-back weekends, November 27-29 and December 4-6, 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m., The Black 
Market: Holiday Edition at 623 Smithfield showcases diverse and unique gifts and goods from over 70 black-owned 
businesses. From apparel and accessories to home goods, art, candles, and more, there’s something for everyone. 

“With the current climate, it is so imperative that our city shows solidarity and pushes for more support of black 
business owners,” said Shayla Hawkins, Principal Planner for the Black Market: Holiday Edition. “There was an 
overwhelming sense of urgency to answer the call when the media awareness to shop black-owned was at its peak, so 



the first Black Market was introduced this past summer to give our amazing community of black entrepreneurs a 
platform to garner additional local support. The response was incredible! For this event, we have an even bigger space 
and back-to-back weekends that allow us to showcase over 70 black business owners, giving them access to new clients, 
and helping them to build connections within the community.” 

The Merry Market: Pop-Up on Penn Avenue offers an outdoor shopping experience, in partnership with Handmade 
Arcade, on December 5-6 and December 12-13 weekends in parking lots along Penn Avenue. From Noon until 7:00 
p.m. a wide array of artisans and makers will be featuring their custom creations and specialty goods. The two weekend 
events will feature a variety of music, with outdoor dining along Penn Avenue available in sight of holiday light 
projections. The Handmade Arcade’s virtual marketplace will also be running online from late November into early 
December: www.handmadearcade.org 

Small Business Saturday, November 28th, will provide a chance to win big prizes while shopping, with the return of a 
Holiday themed version of the highly successful Shopopoly event. Shoppers can visit participating Downtown stores and 
collect stamps to be entered to win thousands of dollars’ worth of prizes while supporting Small Business Saturday. 
Prizes include a $1,500 piece of Jewelry from Brooks Diamond and Rothschild Trading, a hotel night stay at the Monaco 
with dinner for two at the Commoner and more. Sponsored by Key Bank, the relaunch now includes ‘Chance’ and 
‘Community Chest’ additions for even more chances to win! 

Shoppers can also enjoy special gifts at Fifth Avenue Place and more than 100 other distinctive retailers. 

 
2020 HOLIDAY DINING HIGHLIGHTS:  
 
Shopping and dining go hand-in-hand during the holidays, and Downtown restaurants have worked diligently to create a 
myriad of safe outdoor experiences that are sure to surprise and delight! With the newly expanded outdoor winterized 
dining options, and adult beverage offerings to sample, safely socializing is still possible Downtown during the holidays. 

Culinary selections to suit every palate and price point can be found Downtown, and there are plenty of great places to 
escape the cold while safely and comfortably enjoying an array of flavorful foods. Dozens of restaurants are serving up 
delicious dishes and chef-driven fare in inviting (and still socially-distanced) spaces so you can still experience a wide 
variety of cuisines from over 24 restaurants in winterized outdoor seating locations throughout Downtown. The Market 
Square and the Cultural District sections of the city offer several outdoor dining options, and visitors can even dine 
inside their own private “igloo!” at Bridges & Bourbon (930 Penn Avenue) or at Richard DeShantz Restaurant Group’s 
Täkō and Butcher and the Rye (along 6th Street). More igloos can also be found at Meat and Potatoes (649 Penn 
Avenue). 

A pop-up holiday favorite, Miracle on 6th, also returns this year in a new location at 136 6th Street, with a larger space 
and more holiday decorations than ever! Menu items will be provided by The Warren in outdoor igloos, and a mini 
storefront will be serving cocktails to go. 

The fun continues with lights, glitter, ornaments, and more glitter as Tinsel Town returns with an over-the-top holiday 
atmosphere and socially distanced seating. Open Tuesday through Saturday from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., the Harris 
Grill pop-up opens Black Friday on the ground floor of 245 Fourth Ave. with the restaurant’s full food menu available as 
well as specialty to-go items.  

The Downtown Cocktail Trail: Holiday Edition will kick off on Tuesday, December 1 and will continue throughout 
the month, with the promotion concluding on December 31. Participating bars and restaurants are featuring holiday-
themed specialty cocktails and food pairings. 
 

2020 HOLIDAY ART HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
The holiday season would not be complete without some enthralling visuals and thoughtful art installations. Several first-
floor retail locations Downtown have been reinvented to host temporary art that will lift your spirits this holiday season. 

Renee Piechocki, curator of the Downtown art for this season, expressed her thoughts on sharing artistic works during 
the holidays. “What makes this year even more special is the number of artists and artworks that are part of the wintry 
mix. I am especially excited about the storefronts that are being transformed by artists: sculpture and print installations, 
video projections, retail displays, and pop-up retail shops selling art and design objects. I think these things will bring 
people joy, spark curiosity, and really help people feel connected in a very challenging time.” 



At 623 Smithfield Street, you can find Winter Snapshot by Kahmeela Adams of RuggedAngel Productions. This 
installation offers a winter season brightened with memories of yesteryear. Photos of people celebrating anything and 
everything during the winter months are artfully woven into a video projection for all to appreciate. “Winter Snapshot” 
will be active from dusk till dawn 7 days a week until the end of December. 

As part of Small Mall on 922 Penn Avenue, Artists Image Resource (AIR) is offering works for sale by a range of artists. 
AIR artists explore how print and imaging processes are being used in broader contemporary art-making practices and 
how they impact and reflect our culture. The art sale will take place from November 27 to December 24, Wednesday 
through Sunday: Noon – 6:00 p.m. 

The mechanical sculptures, OCULI & ANTUMBRA by Keny Marshall, can be found at the Gulf Tower (corner of 
Seventh Avenue and William Penn Place). Made from discarded mechanical parts and light, the hand-built kinetic 
sculptures counteract the “blackbox” nature of recent technology by making inner workings transparent to the viewer.  

The Associated Artist of Pittsburgh Juried Sculpture Exhibition will be on display at 422 Wood Street, Friday 
November 27th from Noon – 6:00 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. until December 20th. 
The exhibition is being juried by Grace Chin, executive director of The Sculpture Center in Cleveland, Ohio.  

Downtown Renown, created as part of the PDP’s Reforge Downtown initiative, showcases the work of artist Gavin 
Benjamin in 14 inspirational Pittsburgh sports icon images installed in ground-floor windows around Downtown. The 
installation celebrates the lives of many of the region’s most acclaimed athletes through art, and is available for viewing 
until the end of the year. 

 

2020 HOLIDAY VIRTUAL EVENTS: 
 
The Annual Gingerbread House Contest will be held virtually this year, and can be found online at 
PittsburghPa.gov/Gingerbread. From now until January 8, 2021, enjoy the sweet treat of culinary construction, as the 
City of Pittsburgh’s tradition continues online! The Gingerbread Display’s online gallery, features hundreds of talented 
individuals, families, organizations, students, and chefs who have created gingerbread masterpieces for judging in this 
highly creative competition. Visitors can cast their ballot for the brand new People’s Choice Award! 

The magic and sounds of the holiday season can still be found with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra who will 
perform “Front Row: Tapestry of Light, A Holiday Celebration” sponsored by Highmark. The performance is 
available the week of December 14 for free at PittsburghSymphony.org and also on demand for Xfinity customers. 

 
 

 

Downtown Pittsburgh Holiday Website: DowntownPittsburgh.com/Holidays  

Details and updated information on all the holiday attractions throughout Downtown Pittsburgh can be found at: 
DowntownPittsburgh.com/Holidays  

For last minute updates and upcoming announcements, subscribe to the PDP’s weekly Holiday Season e-newsletter by 
visiting DowntownPittsburgh.com/Subscribe 
 
 

 
About the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership 

Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership (PDP) is a dynamic, nonprofit organization comprised of business and community leaders, property owners, 
civic organizations, foundations and residents who provide energy, vision and advocacy for Downtown Pittsburgh. Working collaboratively with its 
partners, the PDP strives to create a positive Downtown experience for residents, workers and visitors alike. The PDP’s strategic initiatives 
include clean and safe services, transportation, and economic development and advocacy. For more information, visit 
www.DowntownPittsburgh.com, follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/downtownpitt and “like” us on Facebook. 
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