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Sewickley Academy Announces Changes in Leadership 

 
(SEWICKLEY, PA) – On July 21, 2021, Interim Head of School for Sewickley Academy Dr. Ashley (Brown ’00) Birtwell 
announced several personnel updates that resulted in a change of leadership at the Academy, including the Head of 
Lower School, Head of Senior School, Director of Teaching & Learning, Director of Admissions, and Director of 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice & Service Learning. While the Academy cannot comment on specifics, it 
is important to note that these decisions were made to ensure that the school is meeting its standards of academic 
excellence at Sewickley Academy. 
 
Dr. Birtwell sent a very exciting update regarding the school’s progress on building a strong team here at Sewickley 
Academy to the school community on July 22. “It is my absolute pleasure to announce that Ken Goleski, a long-time 
respected member of the Sewickley Academy community, has accepted our offer to join us as Assistant Head of 
School,” she said. 
 
Ken has had a successful career with Sewickley Academy, serving in many different roles. He was Acting Head of the 
Senior School, Dean of the Senior School, and a gifted and award-winning teacher of Spanish language and culture. 
He is a graduate of St. Lawrence University, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish Language, and 
Robert Morris University, where he earned a Master of Science degree in Instructional Leadership. 
 
“Ken’s deep institutional knowledge of the Academy will be put to work immediately as he will be overseeing and 
enhancing our curriculum across the Lower, Middle, and Senior Schools,” Dr. Birtwell said. “Ken’s mission is simple: 
to make Sewickley Academy a top-tier college preparatory school that helps all the children entrusted to us find their 
best individual paths and to achieve their maximum potential.” 
 
Mr. Goleski is excited to start his new role at the Academy. “I believe that at its core, Sewickley Academy remains a 
community of learners that appreciates the learning process and bravely looks for innovative and diverse answers to 
the difficult questions we examine in the classroom,” he said in a letter to the community. “I am eager to begin 
collaborating with Dr. Birtwell as she leads the Sewickley Academy community through this transition and toward a 
bright future.” 
 
Dr. Birtwell’s focus is on building for Sewickley Academy’s future in alignment with EnVision SA 2024, the school’s 
strategic plan that was implemented in 2019, and focusing on the following key priorities for the year ahead: 

• Delivering a high-quality, college preparatory education for our children that is aligned with our mission and 
core values; 

• Continuing to understand, evaluate, and address the strengths and opportunities presented by our amazing 
faculty and staff; 

• Refining our diversity, equity and inclusion plan; and 

• Building a high-quality space and place for our students. 
  
Dr. Birtwell said, “With these changes, I assure you that our team at the Academy is working toward a common vision 
of creating an environment of welcoming and belonging for all families and students.” 
 
We will be sharing regular updates on the further progression of our plans online at www.sewickley.org. 
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